
In an age when energy efficiency is helping revolu-

tionize the way we interact with our environment, 

PECO is taking the lead in exploring and sharing 

new ideas and opportunities to reduce our impact. 

With access to new tools and technologies, our cus-

tomers are finding the power of change is reward-

ing on a variety of 

levels. From chang-

ing over to an envi-

ronmentally friendly 

fleet of vehicles and promoting PECO Smart Ideas 

(which help our customers save energy and money) 

to distributing community grants to conserve and 

create green spaces, we’re investing in projects and 

programs to help preserve all things green. We also 

educate teachers about energy and the environ-

ment so that they can transfer that learning to our 

youth; recycle thousands of tons of paper, metal and 

plastic annually; and work to maximize the energy  

efficiency of our daily operations. All of PECO’s en-

vironmental efforts contribute to and support the 

long-term sustainability efforts of our parent com-

pany, Exelon Corporation, for the benefit of our cus-

tomers and communities.

Natural Lands, administrator of the Green Region 

program, is dedicated to preserving and nurturing 

nature’s wonders while creating opportunities for 

joy and discovery in the outdoors for everyone. As 

the Greater Philadelphia region’s oldest and larg-

est land conservation organization, Natural Lands 

has preserved more than 

125,000 acres, including 43 

nature preserves and 1 pub-

lic garden totaling more than 

23,000 acres. Nearly 5 million people live within five 

miles of land under the organization’s protection. 

land for life. nature for all.  natlands.org

NATURAL LANDS

PECO

Sample projects include:

Developing or updating municipal 
open space protection plans 

consultant fees, expenses associated  
with public input such as hall rental,  

advertising, printing

Acquisition of open space,  
through fee or easement

direct expenses such as purchase  
costs, surveys, environmental  

assessments, appraisals

Habitat improvement within  
municipally owned open space

consultant fees such as landscape  
architects, botanists, park designers,  

engineers, materials and labor  
costs for installation

Capital improvements for  
passive recreation

planning consultant fees, materials and  
labor costs for constructing trails, 

boardwalks, kiosks, observation platforms

We’re putting our energy  
into the environment!

2020-07

ADMINISTERED BY NATURAL LANDS

U
nnam

ed tributary to W
issahickon C

reek

W
 BELLS MILL RD

NORTHWESTERN AVE

MANATAW
NA AVE

LYKENS LN

AYRDALE RD

CALEDONIA ST

RONNIE CIR

AYRDALE PL
RO

NNIE LN

CLYDE LN

Phase II-A
R

R
A N

atural Lands R
estoratio P

rojects
Andorra M

eadow
--D

eer Fence
Forest

M
eadow

Pines

Shrubs

Fairm
ount Park

Surface W
ater

Tw
o foot topographic contours

R
oads

Trails

0
200

400
600

800
100

Feet
1:2,400



 I
n recent years, many townships and 

municipalities in southeastern Penn- 

sylvania have approved open space  

referenda to preserve and protect farm-

land, parks and trails, and watersheds.

PECO is committed to assisting south-

eastern Pennsylvania’s municipalities, 

recreational authorities, and nonprofits 

(within the City of Philadelphia) with on-

going efforts to preserve, protect, and 

improve open space.

 T
hrough its Green Region pro-

gram initiated in 2004, PECO has 

awarded 303 grants, totaling $2.4 

million, to support open space and  

environmental projects throughout its 

service area. The grants have saved 

more than 420 acres of open space, 

supported more than 100 upgrades to 

local parks, built or improved more than 

15.5 miles of trails, and helped protect 

endangered species.

Green Region grants are available 

in amounts up to $10,000. The grants 

can be used with other funding sources 

to cover a wide variety of planning and 

direct expenses associated with devel-

oping and implementing open space 

programs, including consulting fees, 

surveys, environmental assessments, 

habitat improvement, and capital im-

provements for passive recreation.

 A 
Green Region review committee 

made up of county, conserva-

tion, and PECO representatives 

consider all funding proposals and make 

grant awards.

Program guidelines and applications 

can be downloaded at 

peco.com/SafetyCommunity/Environment/

Pages/OurInitiatives.aspx or 

natlands.org/greenregion.
For more information, contact Estelle 

Wynn Dolan, Green Region  

program administrator,  

at 610-353-5587 or  

edolan@natlands.org.
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TOWNSHIP NOTICES

The Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership 
2019 WRADRB Government Award

For bringing together thirteen municipalities and four wastewater treatment plant operators to collaboratively develop a comprehensive 
strategy to improve water quality in the Wissahickon Creek.

The Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership is comprised of thirteen municipalities and four wastewater treatment plant operators 
in the Wissahickon Creek watershed. The partners are working collaboratively to develop a TMDL Alternative for nutrients. The 
municipal participants represent over 98% of the watershed area, which provides a powerful stakeholder group that is uniquely 
positioned to develop a coordinated plan to improve water quality in the watershed. The project is funded in part by The William Penn 
Foundation through the Pennsylvania Environmental Council. Technical work is being 
performed by Temple University. Funding mechanisms are being developed and evaluated 
by the Environmental Finance Center of the University of Maryland. Additional support is 

being provided by the Wissahickon Valley Watershed Association 
and the Montgomery County Planning Commission. The City 
of Philadelphia Water Department is also a key participant in 
the effort providing technical support and important historical 
water quality information about the Wissahickon Creek. With 
encouragement from PADEP and EPA, the Partnership is 
preparing a comprehensive Water Quality Improvement Plan for 
this highly-visible urbanized watershed that will contain a long-
term program to achieve significant water quality improvements 
through an adaptive management process.

PECO Green Region Grant
Lower Gwynedd Township was awarded the PECO Green Region Grant 

in the amount of $5,000.00 for the construction of a rain garden adjacent to 
the Penllyn Woods Community Building. The Green Region Grant Program 
is an initiative through PECO to support open space and environmental 
projects throughout its service area. The grant is funded through PECO and 
administered through the Natural Lands organization. Natural Lands is an 
organization dedicated to preserving and nurturing nature’s wonders.  

Lower Gwynedd is proactively planning on installing various measures 
to better manage the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff throughout 
the municipality and watershed. One of the major initiatives of our local 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) is rain gardens. As a result of this 
planning, the small rain garden project was identified as an opportunity 
to transform a typical mulch flowerbed into a rain garden and provide 
education and outreach on the importance of rain gardens and the role they 
play in stormwater management. This particular project will convert an 
existing mulched 323 square foot flowerbed, draining approximately 2,745 
square feet of roof area, to a rain garden. The current arrangement allows 
for the roof runoff to discharge directly into the flowerbed through two roof 
drains causing a major washout following every storm event.  The rain garden that is proposed will be used to solve this existing drainage 
problem and treat the water running off of the roof of the Penllyn Woods Park Community Building. The plan is to construct a garden and 
direct the downspouts into this area. Wet tolerant plants and shrubs will be installed along with Riparian Buffer seed mix and shrubs from 
the DEP approved plantings list.  The rain garden should be completed by the end of September. 

There are often misconceptions about rain gardens. Rain gardens are often touted as breeding areas for mosquitos or accused of being too 
small to make an impact. People often think they retain water and eventually become a wetland or a pond. The purpose of a rain garden is to 
collect rain water and retain it for a small period of time, one to two days. The garden allows the water to slowly infiltrate into the ground. The 
area is planted with native plants that include both wet and dry tolerant vegetation. The garden plantings absorb runoff, filter it through its 
soil, and ultimately reduces the amount of pollutants. Rain gardens can provide substantial benefits to the environment and collectively they 
can make a major impact on stormwater management. They are also aesthetically pleasing so it is really a win-win for everyone. The EAC 
plans on installing more rain gardens throughout the Township and homeowners are encouraged to do the same on their own properties. 
For more information on rain gardens for homeowners please visit the stormwater page of the Township website www.lowergwynedd.org. 
There is a manual located on this page that provides very detailed information on rain gardens for homeowners.  

Lower Gwynedd is awarded the PECO Green Region Grant 
Left to Right: Michael A. Innocenzo, President & CEO PECO, 

Suzanne Ryan, Regional External Affairs Manager, 
Jamie Worman, Assistant Township Manager, 
Oliver P. Bass, President Natural Lands Trust, 

Craig McAnally, Township Manager 

Supervisor Mark Grey with members 
of the Wissahickon Clean Water 

Partnership




