
Keeping the  
Transmission System 
Safe & Reliable 
Understanding the importance of the 
transmission rights-of-way and PECO’s 
policies for accepted secondary use.

The National Electrical Safety Code sets minimum clearance distances 
between power lines and obstructions or the ground. In addition, the 
federal government has strict reliability standards for transmission lines. 
Obstructions in the rights-of-way can cause reliability and safety issues, 
and may impede our ability to maintain and upgrade our facilities.

The transmission system is the backbone of the 

regional electric grid, channeling high-voltage 

power from generating facilities to local distribution 

lines serving communities. This system is vital to 

our economic health and our nation’s security. 

Keeping the areas beneath our transmission lines 

clear is critical for your safety and the safety of 

our employees, and it is an important part of 

maintaining the reliability of the power we provide 

to our customers.

Understanding what types of secondary uses are 

acceptable within our rights-of-way helps to ensure 

safety and protects our ability to deliver clean 

energy to meet the current and future needs of our 

customers and communities.

What is a right-of-way? 
Transmission rights-of-way are typically identified by 

large steel poles or tower structures that are used 

to transport high-voltage electricity across long 

distances. PECO owns or has express property rights 

to operate, maintain and upgrade our equipment 

within our rights-of-way. 

What types of secondary uses are 
acceptable on PECO rights-of-way?
Permitted secondary uses may include, but are not 

limited to:

Recreational trails 
Not Permitted in 500kv and 500  
kv-rated transmission line corridors

Agricultural crops/ 
livestock grazing 

Roads/driveways/ 
parking lots 

Sewer/water lines or 
underground facilities 
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What types of secondary uses are not 
acceptable on PECO rights-of-way?
Prohibited secondary uses may include, but are not 

limited to:

Buildings/sheds/ 
garages/greenhouses 

Water retention basins 

Rain gardens 

Billboards 

Tents 

Dumpsters

Storage/stockpiling

How do I apply for approval for 
secondary use? 
PECO is here to help individuals and organizations 

understand the rules and guidelines related 

to secondary use of our rights-of-way. 

Applicants are encouraged to send an email to 

PECOLandRequests@exeloncorp.com or contact 

their External Affairs Manager who can provide an 

application as well as a full list of restrictions and 

guidelines. By doing so, any potential issues can be 

addressed before an investment has been made.




